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Open Meeting of Midwives from Eastern Europe
23rd-24th May, 2012 (Prague)
The meeting was an introductory step into future cooperation and personal contacts. It strengthened our understanding that midwives are a great resource for reproductive and public health; they should be able to provide continuity of care and work to empower women through woman centred care
. We appeal to East European governments to take our national midwifery organizations as partners for improving quality of maternity care.  
The meeting inspired us to become more open to the public. It provided us with access to global knowledge, tools and expertise for sustainable development of our midwifery organizations. It emphasized the feeling that our organizations are not alone and all our efforts should focus on promoting access of every woman to free maternity care wherever they are. To achieve this we agreed to the following recommendations:

1. We should systematically use every opportunity to raise awareness and demand reflection in the law of the midwifery as an independent profession. 
2. We should raise awareness of the public on what competencies and standards of midwifery care are. 
3. Our organizations should strive to achieve that midwives are accepted as a self standing profession in each Eastern European country with adequate and free standing educational programmes ensuring direct entry into the field. 
4. The education of midwives should be strengthened with regard to normal pregnancy and childbirth. Students should be educated in holistic model of care and their mobility should be encouraged. 

5. We encourage midwifery organizations to convert their good practice into theory by presenting research papers and publications and thus enable other colleagues to share the knowledge. 
6. We further encourage associations of midwives to elaborate standards of care and their own statistics of midwife-led care and to promote the understanding that in case of malpractice midwives conduct should be reviewed by midwives.

7. We call for further strengthening of available legal expertise in particular in the fields of human rights, patients’ rights and the EU law. 
8. We support the development and dissemination of ready tools for individuals willing to raise complaints to defend and demand their rights (i.e. access to health care, non-discrimination, informed consent, privacy) at different institutions as ombudspersons, health authorities and the European Court for Human Rights. 
9. We should widely disseminate and use decision of the European Court for Human Rights in the Ternovszky v. Hungary case
 which recognizes the right to privacy to include the right to decide where to give birth and responding obligation of the state to ensure that mothers will be able to have access to health care professionals whatever place they choose.

10. We should challenge and question our national authorities on compliance of our national legislation and practice with the EU directives on cross border health care
  and the EU directive on recognition of qualifications
. 
11. Also possible strategic cases of midwives to the Court of Justice of the EU asking for reimbursement of their services or removal of obstacles to their practicing should be considered. 
***
� Woman Centered Care - see also Royal College of Midwives position statement on Woman Centered Care


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.rcm.org.uk/college/policy-practice/guidelines/rcm-position-statements/position-statements/" �http://www.rcm.org.uk/college/policy-practice/guidelines/rcm-position-statements/position-statements/� 





� Decision of the European Court for Human Rights in Ternovszky v. Hungary of 14th December 2010: � HYPERLINK "http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=1&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=Ternovszky%20|%20Hungary&sessionid=97807578&skin=hudoc-en" �http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=1&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=Ternovszky%20|%20Hungary&sessionid=97807578&skin=hudoc-en� 





�  EU Directive 2011/24/EU of 9 March 2011 on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare


� HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:088:0045:01:EN:HTML" �http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:088:0045:01:EN:HTML� 





� EU Directive 2005/36/EC of 7 September 2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications 


� HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:255:0022:01:EN:HTML" �http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:255:0022:01:EN:HTML� 
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